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Trust People in General?

British Trend: 1959 to 2007
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Ethnic diversity and trust

m Greater diversity associated with less civic
pehaviour and lower provision of public goods

m People less trusting of others
m Diversity causes people to ‘hunker down’, “to

withdraw from collective life, to distrust théir
neighbours, regardless of the colour of their

skin” (Putnam 2007 p151).

m “high levels of racial and ethnic heterogeneity
are accompanied by lower levels of trust and
other civic attitudes” (Stolle et al. 2008 p58)
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